Small Groups, Big Results:
Community Based Invasive
Species Initiatives

"% W

Robert Canning

Severn Sound Environmental Association




Severn Sound Environmental
Association (SSEA)

To sustain and protect the environmental quality
of the Severn Sound watershed

Timeline

« 1987- Severn Sound listed as AOC
- 1997- SSEA was founded

« 2003- Severn Sound AOC delisted
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Invasive Species (IS) Program

Reduce the ecological, social and economic
impacts of invasive species in the Severn Sound
watershed

Actions:
1) Prevention
2) Monitoring
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Team IS!
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Severn Sound IS

- 37 invasive species
- 28 plants
- Aquatic + terrestrial

« Introduction vectors:
1) Ornamental trade

2) Contaminated
equipment

3) Shipping + recreation [ i
4) Natural dispersal | R




Program Review: Lessons Learned

1) Way MORE IS
2) Way LESS resources

3) Comprehensive
monitoring

4) Taking action
5) Spreading the word

Knowledge Gaps:

. How to allocate limited
resources over a large area?

- How to manage IS across private
property boundaries?

«  Whose responsibility are IS?




How can we Increase our
ability to reduce the impacts of
|1S7?

Engage the community!
(Duh!)




Making Connections

Educate the public, develop partnerships and
promote collaboration

1) Residents

2) Community groups
3) Local municipalities
4) Schools

5) Property associations

Shoreline clean-up




Getting The Word Out

Volunteers help fight invasive species overtaking
Tiny Township's Lafontaine Beach
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1) Community events aoome
« 39 events

2) Youth programs
« 11 opportunities

e plant species in Lafo
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Invasive plant ntaine Beach Park were removed by a large group of volunteers on Oct. 14
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3) Articles
« 13 1S articles

4) Social media




Community Events

Weed and Algae Seminar




Youth Programs




Monitoring Initiatives

« Technical training

 Monitoring
« Group + independent

e Reporting
« SSEA + EDDMapS

e Private property data " Noxious weed triol







Management Initiatives
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Manhagement guidance
— BMP’s

Linking municipalities and
residents

Removal
Management Results: = A

Tiny Marsh “The Big Pull”

e 15 sites + 167 volunteers
« Approx. 10, 000 |bs vegetation




Tiffin Pond

 Target species:
Phragmites

e Volunteers: 41

e Amount removed:
2430 lbs




Coldwater River

 Target species:
Japanese knotweed,
Himalayan balsam

e Volunteers: 12

e Amount removed:
1140 lbs




Lafontaine Beach

 Target species:
Spotted
knapweed

e Volunteers: 70

e Amount removed:
2060 lbs




Community Project Challenges

Garlic mustard
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Copeland Forest Friends




Successful Partnerships
Severn Sound Environmental Association

Respecting the Great Lakes Basin op\NAD
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SSEA Contact Info

Robert Canning

Invasive Species Program Coordinator

invasivespecies@severnsound.ca
(705) 534-7283 ext. 211
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