Aquatic Invasive Plants

Watch List for Ontario
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2016 Best Management Practices Webinars

The complete 2016 Webinar series includes

0 PhragmitesManagement in Lambto8hores

0 PhragmitesManagementn Municipal Drains in the City Kingsville
U InvasivePhragmitesBest Management Practices

i CleanEquipmentProtocol: Inspecting and Cleaning Equipment for the Purposes of Invasive Species
Prevention

i GrowMe Instead: Beautiful, Nemvasive Plant®r Your Garden
0 Wild Parsnip: Best Management Practices

0 Aguatic Invasive Plant Watch List for Ontario

0 Japanese Knotweed: Best Management Practices

0 Community Engagement in an Urban Greenspace: Stewardship Successes & Struggles in Invasive
Species Management



Ontario Invasive Plant Council (OIPC)

U Formed in 2007

U Provides a coordinated, provincial response to the growing threat of invasive plant
U Created by, and consists of, representatives from:

U All levels of government

U Nongovernment organizations -

U Academia \/ L ,
U Industry

U Three staff members take direction from Board of Directors and members

U Projects delivered with help of partners, who sit on the 6 OIPC committees
(Fundraising, Policy, Research and CoratarioPhragmitedNVorking Group,
Horticultural Outreach Collaborative, Communications
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Aquatic Watch List for Ontario

Goals of the Workshop
To provide land managers with the information they need {
accurately identify and report new aquatic invasive specie
Ontario.

Plantsto be Covered

V Europearlakesedge V Waterchestnut
V Roughmannagrass V Water soldier

vV Water mosses vV Water hyacinth R
vV Water lettuce Vil NNEGOQa FSI uKSNJ
VvV Hydrilla :

V Brazilian waterweed

BrazillianWaterweed
Photo by: AmyRichard
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Definitions

Native (indigenous):

have evolved intedependently over eons = ===
balance) - =

U A species that has been introduced by hunm ===
action from another geographic region to aff " =
area outside its naturgpastor present) P
distribution

Water Soldier in the Trent River
I n V aS | V e - Photo by Francine MacDonald

U Harmful alien species whose introduction or
spread threatens the environment, the
economy or soclety, including human health
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Impacts of Invasive Plants

These 10 species all form large, dense floating mats which can:

Out-compete nativeplants for light and nutrients

Change the physicahd chemical characteristio§ lakesstreams, rivers, ponds etc.
Restrict water flow

Interfere with irrigation or infrastructure

Disrupt storm drainage or hydelectricalgeneration

Increasdlood potential

Impederecreationalctivities

Reduce oxygen levels in the water, impacting fish & other aquatic organisms
Reduce biodiversity

Can create ideal breeding habitat for mosquitoes

Threatenspecies at risk
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Impacts of Invasive Plants

Water hyacinth

U Matsof water hyacinth increase evapotranspiration (water from earth into the
atmosphere) leading to losses of water from dams, reservoirgakesl

Water chestnut

U Seedf waterchestnuthave sharp, barbed spines which may cause injuries to
swimmers and others recreationists

Water soldier

U Sharpserrated leaf edges of water soldier can cut swimmers and individuals who
handle water solider plants

t | NMNdathe a

U A major nuisance in irrigation and drainage canals, impedes water flow. Can restric
recreational activities such as angling, swimmingoaating
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Pathways of Spread

U Spreadas a contaminant in hay (European lake sedge)
U Seedsturionsand rhizomes can be transported by beaver, muskrats or waterfowl

Seedsturionsand rhizomegan be spread by contaminated equipment (fishing
gear, boat motors, etc.)

Plant materials used in hunting blind construction

Spreadrom roadside ditches by road maintenance vehicles

Sold as an ornamentalants for ponds or water gardens

Grown for livestockorage (rough manna grass)

Intentionallyplanted near or along shorelines

Discarded into a waterway and/ or carried off by flooding during rain events
Inappropriate disposal of aquarium contents mwaterways
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The Watch List

Water Hyacinth

Photo by: Karen Brown, University of Florida, Budgwood.org



